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The UK, along with other countries has made international 

commitments to establish networks of MPAs by 2012

UK Government Aim

UK Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009

‘to recover and protect the richness of our 

marine environment and wildlife through the 

development of a strong, ecologically 

coherent and well managed network of marine 

protected areas, that is well understood and 

supported by all sea users, by 2012’

UK MPA BACKGROUND



UK MPA BACKGROUND

Existing European sites

• SACs

• SPAs

New European sites required to 

Complete the UK’s Natura network

Additional UK Designations

• Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs)

• Scottish MPAs



UK MPA BACKGROUND

Proposed European sites

• SACs

• SPAs

• Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs)

• Scottish MPAs

• I would like to inform you how to 

become involved in the designation 

process for MCZs and SMPAs



NEW PROCESS 

Conservation objectives based on the best available 

science

Socioeconomics is being considered

Transparent process

Manage activities to meet conservation objectives

Some activities will be allowed to continue depending 

on the sensitivities of the features that are being 

protected in the sites



WHO ARE WE?

International fisheries Liaison team

Johnny Murt Declan Tobin



WHAT WE HOPE TO DO

Interviews with fishers and fisheries organizations

Collect  non-UK fishing data 

Involving the fishermen at every stage (allowing 

comment)

Provide forum for periodic feedback

Disseminating information in a clear and 

understandable language



THE DATA SO FAR......

VMS Data



THE DATA SO FAR......

Historical Fishing rights

Anecdotal information from UK

Fishers

UK Inshore fishers activity 

mapped using Fishermap

Fishermap will also be used for 

the UK mobile fleet



WHY DO WE NEED MORE?

Currently Offshore not comparable with inshore

No representation for non-UK boats <15 metres

Gaps need to be filled 

Minimize Socio-economic implications

Choosing between 2 sites that are ecologically comparable

Minimizing displacement



OPTIONS 

Named Consultative Stakeholder

Use Existing Groupings (such as RACs)

Places on Stakeholder Groups

Country Specific Meetings

Fishermap

Web GIS



OPTIONS

Named Consultative Stakeholder

• Provide Info to project in relation to    

specialized knowledge

• Comment on work emerging from project

• Respond to iterations

• Involved in project through email



OPTIONS

Use Existing Groupings (such as RACs)

• MPA project presents at RAC meetings

• Collect feedback at next meeting

• Process and incorporate feedback into 

project

• Respond to iterations



OPTIONS

Places on Stakeholder Groups

• Participate in regional stakeholder meetings

• Same voice as UK fishery stakeholders

• Face to face feedback

• Respond to iterations



OPTIONS

Country Specific Meetings

• Presentation on MPA project progress

• Similar process to that going on in the UK

• Face to face feedback

• Respond to iterations through email



OPTIONS

Fishermap

• Effective way of collecting fisheries activity 

data

• Similar process to that going on in the UK

• Face to face feedback



FISHERMAP



FISHERMAP



FISHERMAP



OPTIONS

Web GIS

• Effective way of collecting fisheries activity 

data

• Reduce travel

• Similar process to that going on in the UK



WEB GIS



TIMETABLE

End of October


