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Figure 7.23 Cod in Divisions Vlle-k. Fercentage of landings accounted for by each age class in

Celtic S¢a oodd over the hime-series (Data Sonrce; WGCSE 20080,
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Figure 1. Standardised catch numbers at
age 1 Celtic Sea cod from the Irish 2010
IBTS survey (2003-2010)
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Figure 2. Standardised catch numbers of
age 1 Celtic Sea cod from the French
EVHOE survey in Vlifgh (1997-2010).
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2 Recruitment (age 0)
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"The Commission notes that Member States commit to apply improved gear
selectivity in conducting fisheries for haddock and whiting in the Celtic Sea."
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Evaluation by Norman Graham and Dominic Rihan
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Conclusions

Discard rates in all trawl and seine fisheries in the Celtic Sea are
excessively high

Reducing discards should improve yield from the stock and help
towards achieving Fmsy for both stocks.

Nephrops fisheries have the highest discard rate but demersal
otter trawl and seine net metiers are responsible for >70% of the
discards in absolute terms.

Improving cod-end selectivity via increases in mesh size (100mm)
and the inclusion of a square mesh panel (110mm) results in
substantial reductions in haddock and whiting discards, with
limited impact on haddock landings.

Whiting landings are significantly impacted with the combined
increase in cod-end mesh size and introduction of a 110mm
square mesh panel

Substantial, albeit lower reductions in discards can be achieved
by the introduction of a 110mm square mesh panel. This has no
impact on haddock landings and a reduced impact on whiting
landings
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TOTAL INTERNATIONAL CATCHES Survey Indices
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