
Aligning Spurdog with 
the Landing Obligation  



The Challenges 

How do we: 

• Eliminate high levels of discarding 

• Reduce overall fishing mortality 

• Ensure continued stock recovery 

• Avoid creating a ‘choke’ species 

Find a solution that offers a pragmatic 
approach to balance levels of mortality and 
dead discards and is transferrable to other 

potential ‘choke’ species 
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Why use spurdog 
as a case study? 

 - Zero TAC 

 - Significant 
bycatch events 

- Potential for high 
levels of mortality  
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Overview of Spurdog Research 

• The UK has funded research projects to 
gather information on spurdog such as: 

• Biological sampling 

• Behaviours including the identification of 
seasonal movements  

• Levels of bycatch and discard survivability 

• FSP funded, NFFO led consultation to ensure 
the development of the proposal is driven by 
a wide range of stakeholders  
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The Spurdog Bycatch Avoidance Tool 
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The Spurdog Bycatch Avoidance Tool 
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The Spurdog Bycatch Avoidance Tool 
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The Spurdog Bycatch Avoidance Tool 
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Spurdog bycatch avoidance 

programme 

Alerts update 

Update for: 

09/10/2015 

New cells with high risk of 

bycatch: 

29E2A06 

29E2B08 

New cells with medium risk of 

bycatch: 

None 

The Spurdog Bycatch Avoidance Tool 



STECF Review 

The most recent STECF Winter Plenary noted that: 

 “The UK proposal could potentially aid rebuilding 
of spurdog by promoting avoidance behaviour that 
may in turn lead to reductions in fishing mortality.” 

“Catches at the level of the most recent TAC are 
predicted to result in a 27% increase in stock 
biomass after 10 years whereas a zero catch is 
predicted to give rise to a 32% increase in stock 
biomass” 
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