JOINT AC WORKSHOP ON
SEA BASS MANAGEMENT

N

Dublin Castle, Iféldnd, 18 Septé;nber 2014
- v

-

Jan Willem Wijnstroom & Nigel Proctor
the European Anglers Alliance (EAA)




3 million anglers affiliated to EAA’s 14 member
organisations |

Representation in 4 Advisory Councils

North Sea Advisory Council

North Western Waters Advisory CounC|I
Baltic Sea Advisory Council
Mediterranean Advisory Council



England - Sea Angling 2012 report :

* high-value leisure act|V|ty m England : :
* England 2012 ->£1.23 b||||0h:(€1 55 b|II|on)
» Directly supports > 10,400 fuII -time jobs .,

Fishing recreationally also prowdes significant social
benefits like relaxation, exercise, and environmental
improvement (Armstrong et al., 2013)
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EAA ’s vision ofi sea bass management

EAA’s Definition on Recre\atlohal Anglmg 2004 2

» Rod and Ime pole or hand-,_j_ |
(non-commeércial; no saIe)

 Recreational angling is part (}f thi ""f."'_’ ]

defined sector ‘Recreational Flsherles

14
e Recreational angling is far th@,_blgg\;§t Qf

the recreational fisheries segments in_
terms of participation and value
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Focus on ICES areas IV b & ¢, VIl aand VI d-h

»

Focus on short and medium term measures needed
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No TAC
SEABASS ©

Focus on technical measures commgrcial UNDER THREAT!
and recreational fishing

Proportionality
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Excellent illustration of recovery and economic
profitability 5 ’
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High level recognition: bass e>§tremely importa'n't and
valuable sport angling species

Bass is an important component of Irelands marine
biodiversity )

Irish way of managing this resource offers the best
conditions for protection of the species



EAA endorses those conclusions in the |
Inland Fisheries Ireland Bass Poliey, August 2014
which promotes maintaining'b&'g’sag‘ge\soui'ce |
as a RSA species only, and require;f"

'}

* Increasing MLS from 40cm to 50cm =

 Reduction of daily bag limit
from 2 to 1 fish daily

Inland Fisheries Ireland
Bass Policy

* No retention of any bass T ——
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during spawning period



Pre-1980’s: Bass was targeted exclusively by recreational
sea anglers ’ =

1980’s: Commercial epr0|tat|on increased 5|gn|f|cantly .

1990’s: Early signals of decline: in bass populatlons .
detected and reported by EAA and member-organisations

2002: EAA called for the cessation of pair trawllng on
spawning aggregations of bass

2005: Bass Anglers Sportsfishing Society (UK) put forward
a management plan, which included calls for a higher MLS
to reduce fishing mortality of immature bass

2014: ICES advise an 80% reduction in fi'sh'ing mortality



Current national me’asures NOT effective

STECF 2014 - 60 % reductlon in flshmg mortality is
required in order to reach MSY N
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Package of measures required for recreatlonal and
commercial fisheries

Important to consider social and economic impact of
measures chosen on both recreational and commercial
. 1 y -w

fisheries



When considering most appropr/ate bass measures we
have to take into account the fol/owmg \ 7L
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* Bass are slow growing

* Do not mature until appr 42 cm / 7 years old
 Demonstrate strong site fidelity

* Vulnerable to localised depletion ..

All of which makes the management of bass challenging



Restrictions on targeting spawning bass between
January-April in VIl e & h in offshare fisheries

* Closure of offshore fishery would achieve substantial ~
reduction in mortality ==, (', 3

=
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No pair trawling to target bass -
License restrictions: limitation on monthly landings

Identification of nursery areas and protection for
spawning bass in all Member States

e |
Increase mls 36cm to 42cm commercial fishers and
recreational fishers



Increased MLS would contribute te-a significant reduction in
fishing mortality from Recreational Angling.

»

Bag limits are a frequently used management tool for
Recreational fisheries in many parts of the world where:

a) Recreational exploitation is fully recognlsed as a vaI|d
and valuable use of fishery resources

b) Recreational angling specific objectives are
incorporated into all management goals

c) Commercial fishing regulations are sufficiently
restrictive that levels of abundance.and stock
structure meet recreational angling needs
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Recreational sea anglers Wii?'?b'nly be supportive of
conservation measures provided they are
proportionate to the scale of the impact of their
activity on bass stocks, which are a publically
owned resource



Improve monitoring/control of bass fisheries at
member state level

|dentify and protect bass’ndrsery/spawn‘ing grounds
Improve selectivity in bass fIShéTIeS A

Recreational catches to be samipled as requwed by
Data Collection Regulation

All commercial landings of bass to be recorded
Cap annual commercial landings.as advised by ICES
Remove the allowance for non recording< 30 kg

Irish ban on commercial landings to be maintained



Member states should commit to a Long Term Management
(LTMP), which takes forward:both short and medium term
measures '

»

»

LTMP should make provision to re(i\"'/fafrd those fleet segments
that deliver the greatest socio—eco'rjo‘mic benefits, with the
lowest overall impact to the stock or localised population
Fully inclusive management strategy which takes into
consideration the requirements of all stakeholders

Robust stock structure
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North ;’ea Coast 2011
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