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Motivation

Landing Obligation

Choke species 

Exemption

→ Requirement: more data needs to be collected for rays

Roadmap for rays and skates

Interreg-2-seas SUMARiS



Goal

Two year EMFF funded project

Integrate skate data collection in NDGP

More species specific biological, catch and
vitality data

➢7 different species

➢Western waters and English Channel
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Age reading - maturity staging



Preliminary results





Maturity
Species Maturity stage Male Female Total

Blonde ray

Immature 10 10 20

Developing 9 8 17

Capable to reproduce 0 3 3

Active 2 1 3

Spent 0 NA 0

Post-laying NA 2 2

Regenerating NA 5 5

Total 21 29 50

Thornback ray

Immature 17 19 36

Developing 2 3 5

Capable to reproduce 4 0 4

Active 3 0 3

Spent 0 NA 0

Post-laying NA 0 0

Regenerating NA 0 0

Total 23 22 45



RayScan

ILVO

A ray and skate identifying app



Thank you!

laura.lemey@ilvo.vlaanderen.be






