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A prevention organisation serving seafarers and their employers



OBJECTIVE: to protect the health of seafarers, to improve the safety, 
working and living conditions of professionals in the maritime sector

MISSION: to take action to prevent occupational risks for professionals in 
the maritime sector: fishing, sea farming and commerce.



Date of creation: 1992

Location: Lorient (56)

Number of employees: 7 - 4 specialists in occupational risk prevention and, 

more generally, in improving health in the workplace.

Scope: France (including overseas departments and territories)



Statistical monitoring of occupational accidents

Frequency/severity indicators

Circumstances of accidents at sea (QCATM)

direction of action



Study, diagnosis and advice (support) on occupational risk prevention.

On behalf of our institutional partners, as well as companies and professional 
organisations in the sector.

Analysing existing work situations.

Anticipating future work situations (shipbuilding/modernisation, 
technological developments, regulatory changes).

 



Training / information / awareness :

- high schools / training centres,
- “Safety and working conditions on board ships” sessions for professionals,
- prevention campaigns,
- production of awareness-raising documents (brochures, videos, website).



These initiatives are based on a solid knowledge of the sector and its professions, 
acquired through on-board training and observation in companies.



Chemical hazards Hand injury PPE

www.institutmaritimedeprevention.fr 



Overview of occupational accidents



FISHING MARINE
9 500 

SHELLFISH
3 500 

MERCHANT MARINE
10 000 

Overview of occupational accidents - Quantitative

Sector of activity Total workforce LTA Frequency rate

All sectors 19 000 000 30

Building industry 1 800 000 43

Merchant marine 10 000 54

Fishing marine 9 500 77



Overview of occupational accidents - Quantitative

- Very high severity rate based on work incapacity and occupational mortality

- Occupational diseases

Occupational diseases Purcentage

Musculoskeletal problem 67 %

Asbestos 17 %

Back pain 10 %



Overview of occupational accidents - Qualitative



Overview of occupational accidents - Qualitative



Preventing the risk of eye damage among 
professional seamen



Preventing the risk of eye damage among professional seamen

Statistical analysis

Consequences

Prevention recommandations

How to react to an eye accident

 



Asbestos on board ships: regulations and 
occupational risks



Recovering man overboard



Recovering man overboard

New obligation : result of 
recommendations made by BEAMer 
following an accident on board the 
trawler La Houle, in which a sailor, 
despite the efforts of the crew, could 
not be recovered and disappeared at 
sea.

Fishing vessels between 12 and 24 
metres in length will have to choose an 
MOB recovery system and establish an 
MOB recovery procedure, known to all 
and regularly tested.

 



Recovering man overboard



Recovering man overboard

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pG5y3Uk4g28


Recovering man overboard



Occupational risk assessment document



Psychological risk on board ships


