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On the 1% January 4() 4. the remr ned Common Yisheries Policy {CFP) will enter into force.
Ore of the key elemenis of this reform is fo strengiben the cole of stakehoiders, including fhe
Advisory Councils which are expected te play a proactive role m advising the Member Staies
and Me Conrutission on the implenientation ot a regicnalized CEP.

{:x order to be able to carry out this role effectively, it is essential that ACs have the necessary
representativeness, 1.e. that all legitimate stakeholders have a fair opportunity to participate
and express their view. In this context. it is onc of my priorities is to ensure that small scale
fishermen, as well as all other legitimate stakehoiders, have a real impact in the decision-
making process through their effective participation in the Advisory Councils.

I trust thar the Advisory Councils will {ake the necessary steps to ensure that their
composition does reflect a balanced representation of ail interests at stake and, in particular,
the interest of small scale fishetmen, and I have d?x(vd my services to imonitor the situation in
the coming months. Tal T

[t is particularly important for small scale fishermen to organize themselves and become truly
actively involved in the activities of the Advisory Councils. Several funding possibilities exiss
in the Commission's proposal for the new EMFF, which 1s still under discussion in the
Parlianient and in the Council, to encourage the pai uupat.an of small scale fishermici in the
implementation of the CFP. In particular, small scale vessels and fleets will have privileged
access to all measures in the sustainable fisheries chapter, through higher aid intensity rates
(i.e. an -additional 25 percentage points). Such an increase is expected to facilitate the
participation of the smail scale coasial flect it social dialogue.

{t is very important that we make use of these possibilities so that small scale h%helmm havc
a voice in Europe and T.am confident that progress-can be made on this i issue.

. Youfs sincerely,
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