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Deep-sea fishing in the Atlantic
Main Member States
Portugal (4% of landings)
France (less than 1%)
Spain
The Netherlands
Germany

Decreasing trend: -43% landings in 2018 compared to 2009

Top Species
Black scabbardfish (32% of landings)
Greater Silver Smelt
Blue Ling
Greenland Halibut
Bluemouth redfish
Roundnose grenadier (7% of landings)



Dark blue zone 
within EU EEZ
=
Areas closed to 
bottom trawling 
below 800m as a 
result of the Deep-
sea Access 
Regulation

Ban on bottom trawling below 800 m. works

To protect fish stocks:
 Grenadier
 Orange roughy
 Black scabbardfish
 Deep-sea sharks

Less accessible to trawlers
Lower fishing pressure
Reduction of discards

800m bottom trawl prohibition is complied with by 
MS vessels as confirmed by the absence of 
infringements since 2017 

Conclusions of the Evaluation of the Deep-sea
Access Regulation (May 2021)

https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/news/deep-sea-fisheries-increased-protection-deep-sea-species-2021-05-12_en


But full implementation is still pending
 List of VMEs known to occur

or likely to occur (closures)
 Deep-sea fishing footprint

Adoption of the 
Implementing Act

based on ICES advice

92% of respondents to the Public 
Consultation say that « deep-sea

vulnerable marine ecosystems
should be protected from damages 

caused by fishing gear » 
(144 out of 156 respondents)



ICES advice – 5 January 2021

Advice: https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.7507

Data Product: https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.data.7506

1.Existing Deep-Sea Fishing Areas 
for the reference years 2009–
2011 (Reference year footprint)

2.The list of areas where VMEs 
are known to occur or likely to 
occur. 

Result of many ICES data calls (2019, 2020) 
on VMEs and logbooks and of two
stakeholders workshops (May- Sept. 2020)

https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.7507
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.advice.7507
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.data.7506
https://doi.org/10.17895/ices.data.7506


Deep-sea fishing footprint

1. All VMS/logbook data between 400 
and 800m
2. Footprint for static and mobile 
bottom-contacting gear (MBCG) (each 
and combined)

ICES recommendations:
MBCG have a far greater impact on VMEs 
compared to static gears

Don’t use the combined 2009-11 footprint, 
otherwise MBCG may be able to fish in areas 
previously only fished by static gears during 
the 2009-11 reference period



VMEs types and coordinates

• Habitat types, indicators, and physical elements in line 
with FAO Guidelines (Uniqueness/Functional 
significance/Fragility/Life history traits/Structural 
complexity)

• Likelihood of VME occurrence = VME Index: 
‒ Known to occur: VME habitat by video 
‒ Likely to occur: sampled VME indicator species / or 

presence of “topographical, hydrophysical or 
geological features that could potentially support”.



ICES scenarios and options
The two 
scenarios place 
different 
emphasis on 
protection of 
VMEs with and 
without 
consideration of 
bottom-
contacting 
fishing activity



Consequences for VMEs protection 



What’s next?

• 31 Jan.: ICES Technical service with coordinates
in EU waters only (EEZs of FR, IE, ES, PT) and in 
ready-to-use files (shape, excel)

• February: EC proposal for an Implementing Act
based on one of the ICES scenarios/options

• March: Proposal submitted to the Committee on 
Fisheries and Aquaculture (MS) for adoption

Publication/Entry into force by April 2022



Q&A

Credits
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Useful Links

-Annual DS Activity Reports by MS (2017, 2018, 2019)
-Staff Working Document of the Commission (Evaluation)
- ICES advice on a list of areas where VMEs are known to 
occur or are likely to occur and on the existing deep-sea 
fishing areas (ref. (EU)2016/2336) 

raluca.ivanescu@ec.europa.eu
caroline.alibert-deprez@ec.europa.eu
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