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1. Welcome and introductions 
Jesús Lourido Garcia (JLG) welcomed members, Commission and Member State representatives, and 
observers to the meeting. There were no apologies received. 
 
The agenda1 was adopted as drafted. 
 
The meeting was informed that the following action points from the last meeting in Edinburgh (8th 
July 2015) had been completed: 

• To inform the Executive Committee of the issues regarding ICES advice for Sole and Plaice; 
• To request the Executive Committee to consider how the NWWAC can improve its method of 

working in order to improve its core function to produce relevant and credible advice (in 
relation to seabass, in particular); 

• To recommend that a letter be drafted by the NWWAC asking the Commission specific, detailed 
questions on the landing obligation.  

• To support the establishment of a focus group to work on the development of NWWAC advice 
on MAPs; 

• To fully support the CEFAS Spurdog research project and write to the Commission and CEFAS 
expressing its support for this project. 

 

2. The DAMARA project  

 

Norman Graham gave an update on progress and the current status of the DAMARA project. 

 

The model is available online to examine and interact with at:  https://shiny.marine.ie/damara Username: 
damarauser Password: Orang3roughy). Members of WG2 were encouraged to visit this site and provide 
feedback. 

 

It was felt this was a potentially important and useful tool for WG2 and others, for testing various 
management scenarios. 

 

 

                                                           
1
 All relevant documents to the meeting can be found at the NWWAC website: link 

https://shiny.marine.ie/damara
http://www.nwwac.org/listing/working-group-2.2038.html


 

 

The meeting was informed that there was a need for ongoing maintenance and data input to ensure that 
the model remained up to date and relevant and produced useful and realistic outputs for stakeholders 
and managers.  

 
ACTION:  WG2 recommends that the Executive Committee endorse the continued support of the 

NWWAC for this important project and consider ways that the NWWAC could support ongoing 
maintenance, data up-dating and the progression to application stage of the tool, to test the 
impacts of proposed management measures.  

 

3. The Haig Fras Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 

 

Victoria Metheringham from MMO (UK) and Declan Tobin from JNCC (UK) gave a presentation on 
proposed management measures for this SAC. The full presentation is available on the NWWAC 
website and further information may be found here and here (available in English only).  

 

In summary, the DEFRA proposal is that the Haig Fras site be closed to towed demersal gears. Pelagic 
and static gears would continue to be permitted. There would also be additional satellite reporting 
requirements for vessels operating in the area.  

 

Members were informed that a formal consultation with other Member States will commence in 
March. 

 

France, Ireland and UK fishing interests expressed surprise and disappointment as these proposals 
did not reflect previous meetings held by JNCC on management measures for this site. 

 

French and Irish administration representatives made it clear this was a UK proposal not a joint 
member state proposal. 
 
ACTION:  WG2 recommends that the Executive Committee approves the establishment of a focus 

group to develop a comprehensive response to the formal consultation on proposed 
management measures for the Haig Fras SAC and similar areas.  

 
 

4. Management of Sole in Area VII fg  

 

It was proposed that work to develop a management plan for sole in area VIIfg (similar to that of the work 
carried out for sole in area VIId) should begin urgently.  

 

The meeting was informed that ILVO (Belgium) had conducted some initial work and a request for STECF 
evaluation of this preliminary work had been submitted by Belgium. 

 

ACTION:  WG2 recommends that the Executive Committee establish a focus group to develop proposals 
for a management plan for Sole in area VIIfg.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/protectedsites/sacselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0030353
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-6533


 

 

5. Summary of actions agreed and decisions adopted by the Chair 

  
ACTION 1:   WG2 recommends that the Executive Committee endorse the continued support of 

the NWWAC for this important project and consider ways that the NWWAC could 
support ongoing maintenance, data up-dating and the progression to application stage 
of the tool, to test the impacts of proposed management measures.  

ACTION 2:  WG2 recommends that the Executive Committee approves the establishment of a 
focus group to develop a comprehensive response to the formal consultation on 
proposed management measures for the Haig Fras SAC and similar areas.  

ACTION 3:   WG2 recommends that the Executive Committee establish a focus group to 
develop proposals for a management plan for Sole in area VIIfg. 
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