
Management measures for Scottish 
MPAs in North Western Waters 



Common Fisheries Policy 

• Article 11 empowers Member States can propose fisheries 
management measures for sites designated under the Nature 
Directives and other sites identified as requirement to deliver the 
MPA aspects of the MSFD 

• All measures under Article 11 need to be sufficiently robust as to 
meet EU environmental law obligations and the objectives of the 
CFP. 

• These measures should include applying:   
– The precautionary principle 

– Avoiding the deterioration of natural habitats and the habitats of species as well 
as the disturbance of the species for which they have been designated 

– Establishing “necessary conservation measures” that will meet the ecological 
requirements of the protected habitats or species in a SAC 

– Establishing “spatial protection measures” that will contribute to a “coherent and 
representative network of MPAs” 

 



Common Fisheries Policy 

• The initiating Member State and other Member 
States with a direct management interest may 
submit a joint recommendation as referred to in 
Article 18(1) within 6 months from the provision of 
sufficient information.   

• Under Article 18(2) Member States are obliged to 
consult Advisory Councils as part of this process 

• If all Member States succeed in reaching an 
agreement on the measures, these are submitted 
to the Commission, who shall adopt the measures, 
within 3 months 

 



Offshore MPAs in Scottish Waters 

• 13 North Western Waters Sites 

• 5 national MPAs and 8 SACs 

• 4 considered well-managed 

• Stanton Banks proposal – AC considered 2013 

• 3 stakeholder workshops 

  



Timeline (most hopeful prediction!) 

2013 to march 
2015 

• JNCC advice on management requirements 

• Stakeholder workshops 

April 2015 to 
December 2015 

• Workshop actions / more detailed consideration 

• Development of proposals 

• Data call to other member states 

January / 
February 2016 

• Complete drafting of proposals 



Timeline (most hopeful prediction!) 

March / April 
2016 

•Make proposals publicly available 

•Send to AC and member states for views / possible informal scientific review 

•Host workshop with other member states inviting AC to participate 

May / July 2016 

•Finalise proposals taking account of views received in previous stage 

•May seek formal independent review during this period 

August to 
December 2016 

•The formal joint recommendation process 

January to April 
2017 

•Commission implementation process 



Offshore MPAs in Scottish Waters 

• Principle of sustainable use for our MPAs 
• Clarke et al “A scientific basis for regulating deep-

sea fishing by depth” 
• Concludes that trawling below 800m is 

unsustainable 
• Casts serious doubt on the sustainability of 

fishing between 600 and 800m depth 
• This has been a key consideration in the current 

proposals for MPAs with water deeper than this 
  







































Area proposed for protection 

Site 

Area  

(sq km) 

No Demersal 

Mobile (sq km) 

No Demersal Static 

Gear (sq km) 

No dredge  

(sq km) 

Anton Dohrn Seamount 1429 1429     

East Rockall Bank 3697 3510     

Geikie Slide and Hebridean 

Slope 2217 1288     

Rosemary Bank Seamount 6932 6932 6932   

Solan Bank Reef 856 690     

The Barra Fan and Hebrides 

Terrace Seamount 4377 4081 1040   

West Shetland Shelf 4085     4085 

Wyville Thomson Ridge 1741 1329     


