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Technical detail: 
www.discardless.eu/selectivity_manual

2. Modified 
sorting grid

Measures to improve Nephrops selectivity

1. 70 to 80 mm codend

3. 45, 55, 65 mm 
square mesh 
codend
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Measures to Improve Nephrops selectivity

Measures to Improve Nephrops selectivity
80 mm 
mesh

Sorting 
grid

Square 
mesh

Nephrops retention ≥ MCRS 0 0 +
Nephrops retention < MCRS ++ ++ +

Fish selectivity + 0 -

Catch quality & sorting 0 0 0

Practicality ++ - ++

Gear cost ++ + +

Legal status ++ ++ --

Key:  ++ Very Good, + Good, 0 Neutral, - Poor, Very Poor
NA Not applicable
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Measures to reduce unwanted fish catches 
Nephrops trawl

1. 300 mm square mesh panel 2. Swedish grid

3. SELTRA 
sorting box

4. Dual codend

5. Dual no  
top codend

Measures to reduce unwanted fish catches 
Nephrops trawl
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 Facilitates improved fish selectivity
 80 mm diamond in bottom, 90 mm T90 mesh in top codend
 Major reductions in < MCRS haddock and whiting
 No loss in catches of >MCRS Nephrops, haddock, flatfish, 

monkfish and cod

Measures to reduce unwanted fish catches 
Nephrops trawl

The Dual codend 

Measures to reduce unwanted fish catches 
Nephrops trawl

300 mm 
SMP

Swedish 
grid SELTRA

Dual no 
top 

codend
Dual 

codend

Fish exclusion + ++ ++ ++ NA

Fish selectivity NA NA NA NA ++

Catch quality & sorting + + + + ++

Nephrops retention + 0 ++ - 0

Practicality ++ - ++ + +

Gear outlay ++ + + 0 0

Legal status ++ ++ ++ ++ +

Key:  ++ Very Good, + Good, 0 Neutral, - Poor, Very Poor,
NA Not applicable
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Conclusions to date

 Increase in codend mesh size is the best option 
for Nephrops selectivity

 SELTRA is most promising measure in the short 
term for vessels primarily targeting Nephrops

 Dual codend a good option for vessels targeting 
Nephrops and fish

 Swedish grid or Dual less top codend can be used 
to exclude fish when required

Nephrops survivability

North Sea discard plan EU 2016/2250 Article 4
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Nephrops survivability

 A further means of reducing unwanted catches

 Major scope for similar exemption in Area VII

 Irish study (possibly with the SELTRA) planned


