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Under the Maritime Spatial Planning Directive, Brussels gave EU countries until 2021 to design a maritime spatial plan, which 
outlines where each sector can operate.

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2014.257.01.0135.01.ENG




A. The fishing industry are highly suspicious of the offshore wind industry and trust in both 

developers and the State is low. 

• 78% of fishermen think offshore wind energy will negatively impact fisheries

• 85% of fishermen who are aware of a specific project close to their fishing areas said 

the project would impact directly on their fishing activity  

• Only 13% think developers will act transparently in the development process 

• Only 17% think the government will act in a fair manner to govern offshore wind.



1 Fishing Industry involved from the start 

collaborating with developmers for their 

mutual benefit. 

2
Developers don’t draw lines on maps 

before meaningful
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3 The location of floating offshore wind to 

reduce visual impacts on coastlines and 

seascapes.

4
Biodiversity is to be protected with no 

detrimental impact on fish stocks and 

no limitation on access to traditional 

fishing grounds.

5 The benefit to the local community

from offshore wind energy will be

transformative and long lasting.

6 Floating wind technology is the key to 

delivering alternative fuels for the 

marine and fisheries sectors.
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Total Power 10 20 30 70 GW

Density (sq.miles/GW) 125 125 125 125
sq.M/G

W

Sea Area Required 1,250 2,500 3,750 8,750 sq.M

Width of Required site 12 12 12 12 Miles

Length of Required site 104 208 313 729 Miles





The fishing industry accepts the need to develop offshore wind 

• 82% know of a specific offshore wind farm being planned close to their fishing area. 

• 52% agree that it is important to develop offshore wind energy in Irish waters. 

• Only 32% disagree 

• 58% of fishermen think that the selection of wind farm zones to minimize impact on 

fisheries is the most or second most important risk mitigation policy 

• Fishermen regard alternative employment as the most important opportunity from OWE 

• 32% of fishermen would be interested in alternative employment. 

• However, scepticism about opportunities is widespread. 



Brundtland

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=fdc2f528e16ca418JmltdHM9MTY3NDA4NjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0xZjg1ZjQ2Yi0xNzM4LTY0ZDgtM2Y1Mi1lNjA3MTY0NzY1NWMmaW5zaWQ9NTE3Mw&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=1f85f46b-1738-64d8-3f52-e6071647655c&psq=brundtland+diagram&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2NpZW5jZWRpcmVjdC5jb20vdG9waWNzL3NvY2lhbC1zY2llbmNlcy9icnVuZHRsYW5kLXJlcG9ydA&ntb=1


Economy

 Fishermen, Inshore 

 Producer Organisations
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 Wider society

Environment
 Birds

 Cetaceans

 Elasmobranchs

 Benthos

Society

 Developer

 Indirect economy

 Induced economy
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Developer (Economy)

 Spawning Grounds

 Nursery grounds

 Scientific surveys

 Direct/Indirect impacts 

 Exclusion zones

ENGOs (Environment)
 Biodiversity

 Climate Change

 Marine Protected Areas

 Objective: Protection & Enhancement

Seafood Industry (Society)

 Depth

 Suitability of sea bed

 Distance

 Objective: Profit & Loss

 Refuges

 Stock enhancement

 Managed fisheries (crab)

 Offshore Aquaculture 

 ECONOMIC IMPACTS



 Areas of Agreement – Inshore

 Common Approach 

 Scientifically Based

 Objective v Subjective

 Cost Benefit

 No is not an option





PHASE 1 

• Planning process - no Phase I application submitted to an Bord Pleanála without prior 

active engagement with, and the agreement of, the appropriate fishing industry 

representatives.

• Fishery Liaison Officers and Liaison between ORE Industry – Fisheries – Detailed rules.

• Dispute resolution mechanism: with an independent chairperson established under the 

auspices of DHLG/DECC.

• Surveys: fishing industry engagement, minimal disruption, minimum notice period .

• Construction, Post-construction/Operation, Decommissioning



PHASE 2 

• The ORE industry should no longer have any autonomy when identifying and registering 

their interest in any prospective ORE site. 

• A mechanism to facilitate early and meaningful engagement with the fishing industry and 

its representatives must be introduced as a matter of urgency. 

• The fishing industry will be formally invited to provide advice and information highlighting 

areas that would be the least disruptive for the location of ORE installations taking account 

of economic, social, cultural and biological considerations. 

• Wider environmental (ecosystem) considerations must also to be taken into account. 
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