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• Brill (3a, 4, 7d)
• Lemon sole (3a,4,7d)
• Plaice (7.d)
• Plaice (7.e)
• Sea bass ( 4.bc, 7.a,d-h)
• Sole (7.d)
• Sole (7.e)
• Sprat (7.de)
• Striped red mullet (4,7.d,3.a)
• Whiting (4,7.d)
• Cod (4, 6a,7.d, 20)
• Autumn

• Rays and skates

English Channel (Divisions 7.d and e)
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Brill in the North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat, English Channel (4, 3.a, 7.de)

• F also declining, below Fmsy
• Stock size above MSY Btrigger
• Increase in SSB but also upward revision and 

downward revision F (retrospective)

Advice for 2025, MSY: Catch ≤ 2970 t  advice +21%



4

Brill in the North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat, English Channel (4, 3.a, 7.de)

Catch 2023: 1160 t (8% discards) 497 t in 7de

SPiCT
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Cod North Sea W Scotland E Channel (4, 6a, 7d, 20)

Advice for 2025 MSY: Catch < 19 321 t

• Benchmark 2023
• Multi stock SAM
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Cod North Sea W Scotland E Channel (4, 6a, 7d, 20) southern

Advice for 2025 MSY: Catch < 3 074t -22%

• Benchmark 2023
• Multi stock SAM
• Below Btrigger
• F above FMSY
• SSB retro
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Cod North Sea W Scotland E Channel (4, 6a, 7d, 20) southern

Catch (2023) : 32 561t (23% discards) values for total area
F(2024) = 0.43 (Fsq =2023);
SSB (2025)=  14 330 < MSYBtrigger (19 851t)     FMSY= 0.231

Multi stock 
SAM
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Cod North Sea W Scotland E Channel (4, 6a, 7d, 20) north western

Advice for 2025 precautionary: Catch < 12 158t -10.1%

• Benchmark 2023
• Multi stock SAM
• F above FMSY
• SSB above trigger
• Decrease in stock 

size, lower 
recruitment, 
lower F (adjusted 
to due to status 
of southern)
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Cod North Sea W Scotland E Channel (4, 6a, 7d, 20) north western

Catch (2023) : 32 561t (23% discards) values for total area
F(2024) = 0.32 (Fsq =2023);
SSB (2025)=  65 657 > MSYBtrigger (40 823t)     FMSY= 0.231

Multi stock 
SAM
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Cod North Sea W Scotland E Channel (4, 6a, 7d, 20) Viking

Advice for 2025 precautionary: Catch < 4 089t -22%

• Benchmark 2023
• Multi stock SAM
• F above FMSY
• SSB above trigger
• Retro in stock 

size, lower 
recruitment, 
lower F (adjusted 
to due to status 
of southern)
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Cod North Sea W Scotland E Channel (4, 6a, 7d, 20) Viking 

Catch (2023) : 32 561t (23% discards) values for total area
F(2024) = 0.25 (Fsq =2023);
SSB (2025)=  17 617 > MSYBtrigger (13 732t)     FMSY= 0.187

Multi stock 
SAM
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Lemon sole in the North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat, E-English Channel (4, 3.a, 7.d)

Advice for 2025, MSY: Catch ≤ 1450 t  advice -30%

• DLS method – chr –stability 
clause (-30%) applied

• F below FMSY proxy
• Stock size indicator declining 

but above Itrigger
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Lemon sole in the North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat, E-English Channel (4, 3.a, 7.d)

Catch (2023) =1771 t (17% discards);  landings of 43 t in 7.d 

Formula: Ay + 1 = I × HRMSY proxy × b × m, stability clause applied
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Plaice in the eastern English Channel (7.d)

• Part of the catches in 7d are 
from the Western Channel and 
North Sea: advice is 3113 t when 
taking other stocks caught  in 7.d 
into account

• F belowFmsy
• SSB below MSY  Btrigger

• Increased selection on age 1 and 
2 – more exploitable biomass

Advice for 2025, MSY:  Catch ≤ 2600t  advice +9.8%
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Plaice in the eastern English Channel (7.d)

Catch (2023) : 3015 t for the plaice 7d stock (77 % discards); 3812t in 7d area
F(2024) = 0.152 (Average exploitation pattern 2021-2023, scaled to 2023);
SSB (2025)=  28064 t< MSYBtrigger (37761t)     FMSY= 0.156   AAP assessment

Advice for plaice in Division 7.d is for the stock, it takes into account catches of 7.e and North Sea stocks in 7.d
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Plaice in the western English Channel (7.e)

Advice for 2025 and 2026, MSY:  Catch ≤ 927t advice -24%

F above FMSY proxy
Stock size above 
Itrigger
But has declined and 
results in lower 
advice
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Plaice in the western English Channel (7.e)

Catch (2023) : 1233 t (10% discards)

rfb rule
𝐴𝑦+1 = 𝐴𝑦 × 𝑟 × 𝑓 × 𝑏 × 𝑚

Since 2024, the TAC includes 
considerations of how much 
can be fished in each of the 
divisions 7.e and 7.d 
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Advice for 2025, MSY: Catch ≤ 2 776  t: advice +14.1%

• SSB below MSYBtrigger
• F below FMSY

• Higher recruitment –
SSB now closer to 
trigger so adjustment 
to F is less

Sea bass in divisions 4.b–c, 7.a, and 7.d–h 

EU MAP : Catch: 2330 – 2776t  (FMSY: 2776t) 
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Catch 2023: 2251 t (1397 t commercial, 316 t discards and 538 t recreational)
F (2024)= 0.117 (Fsq for commercial fishery and full compliance in recreational)
SSB(2025) = 113 358t > Blim 10 313 t but < MSY Btrigger= 14 439 t   FMSY -= 0.1713

SS3
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Sole in the eastern English Channel (7.d)

• F below FMSY

• SSB below MSY Btrigger

• Recruitment lower since 
2011

• Lower stock size – farther 
below Btrigger – lower 
target F

Advice for 2025,  MSY : Catch ≤ 1 209 t -19.6%
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Sole in the eastern English Channel (7.d)

Catch (2023) : 1517 t (15% discards)
F(2024) = 0.21 (catch constraint for 2024)
SSB (2025)=  10 804> Blim 11 181 t but < MSY Btrigger= 15 654t   FMSY = 0.23

SAM assessment
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Sole in the western English Channel (7.e)

• F below FMSY

• SSB above MSY Btrigger

• SSB declining but advice 
higher – upward revision 
in SSB and downward 
revision F (retrospective)

Advice for 2025,  MSY : Catch ≤ 1 151 t advice +8.9%

EU MAP : Catch: 674 – 1 319 t  (FMSY: 1 151t) 
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Sole in the western English Channel (7.e)

Catch (2023) : 1 241 t (negligible)
F(2024) = 0.27 (Based on assumed landings)
SSB (2025)=  3 984 t > MSYBtrigger (2 900 t)     FMSY= 0.29

FLXSA assessment
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Whiting in the North Sea and eastern English Channel (4 and 7.d)

Advice for 2025, MSY:  Catch ≤ 237 008 t advice +85% 

• F below FMSY

• SSB above MSY Btrigger.

• About 20% of the catches  
are taken in the Eastern 
Channel area.

• Increase in advice –
increase in estimate of 
FMSY as natural mortality 
estimates updated
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Whiting in the North Sea and eastern English Channel (4 and 7.d)
Catch (2023):  27 601 t  (43% discards) ; Catch of 2 602 t  in 7.d
F (2024)=0.083 (Average exploitation pattern(2021-2023), scaled to 2023)
SSB(2025) = 363356 t> MSYBtrigger =167 419t     FMSY=0.68     

SAM
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Witch North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat, eastern English Channel (SA4, 3a, 7d)

Advice for 2025, MSY:  Catch ≤ 1 969 t advice +25% 

• F above FMSY

• SSB above MSY 
Btrigger.

• Increase in advice –
increase in SSB –
now above Btrigger
so target FMSY
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Witch North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat, eastern English Channel (SA4, 3a, 7d)
Catch (2023):  1 635t  (11% discards) ;
F (2024)=0.151 (catch constraint, exploitation pattern 2023)
SSB(2024, July 1) = 4998 t> MSYBtrigger FMSY=0.163

SAM



www.ices.dk
Joanne.Morgan@ices.dk

Thank you 
for your 

attention!
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Striped red mullet in the North Sea, east English Channel, Skagerrak and Kattegat (4 ,7.d, 3.a)

Advice for 2024 and 2025 , MSY:  Catch ≤ 1 985 t  +2% 

• New DLS method - chr
• Catches remain high: F 

Fishing pressure proxy
• Stock size has shown some 

increase
• No UK-BTS in are in 2022 

and 5 stations missing 
from FR-GFS – minimal 
impact
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Striped red mullet in the North Sea, east English Channel, Skagerrak and Kattegat (4 ,7.d, 3.a)

Catch (2022) : 2 866t (negligible discards)

Previous catch advice Ay (advised catch for 2022 and 2023) 1950 tonnes 

Biomass index 
I: most recent biomass index (I2022) 306.13 

MSY proxy harvest rate 
HRMSY proxy: MSY proxy harvest rate (average of the ratio of catch to biomass 
index for the years for which f>1, where f = Lmean/LF=M) 

12.97 

Biomass safeguard 
Index trigger value (Itrigger) 117.38 

b: index relative to trigger value, min{I2022/Itrigger, 1} 1 
Precautionary multiplier to maintain biomass above Blim with 95% probability 

m: multiplier (generic multiplier based on life history) 0.5 
CHR calculation** 1985 tonnes 

Stability clause (+20%/−30% compared to Ay, only considered if b=1) Not applied  

Discard rate 0% 

Catch advice Ay+1 for 2024 and 2025** 1985 tonnes 
Landings corresponding to the advice for 2024 and 2025 *** 1985 tonnes 

% advice change 1.80% 

 

Ay + 1 = I × HRMSY proxy × b × m
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Skates and rays

Advice issued in 2020 for 2021/2022

• Advice for the following stocks for 2022 to be issued in autumn
• Thornback ray in Subarea 4 and in divisions 3.a and 7.d 
• Blonde ray in divisions 4.c and 7.d 
• Spotted ray in Subarea 4 and in divisions 3.a and 7.d 

• Advice issued in 2020 for 2021/2022

Stock Landings (2020)

Advice for 2022 

Landings Rationale

Spotted ray in 7.a and 7.e-h 741 1041   PA - based on survey index (UK(E&W)-BTS-Q3)

Cuckoo ray in 6,7, 8abd 2453 3150   PA - based on survey indices (IGFS and EVHOE)

Undulate ray in 7.de 225 183   (2552)   PA - based on survey index (CGFS)

Small-eyed ray in 7de 53 40   PA - based on historical landings

Thornback ray in 7.e 464 170   PA - based on historical landings

Blonde ray in 7e 1014 266   PA - based on historical landings

Spotted ray in 7.a , 7e-h Undulate ray in 7.deCuckoo ray in 6, 7, 8 abd
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