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• Cod
• Haddock
• Sole
• Plaice
• Seabass
• Whiting (advice from 

2021) 
IN AUTUMN:
• Nephrops (FUs 14-

15-19)
• Rays and skates
• Spurdog

Irish Sea (7.a)
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Cod in the Irish Sea (7.a)

Advice for 2025,  MSY: Catch 0 t no change

2023 corrections 
made to model

F below FMSY

SSB below Blim –
2023 estimate 
revised 
downwards

No catch option 
that will bring  
SSB above Blim
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Cod in the Irish Sea (7.a)
Catch (2023) : 65 t (1% discards)
F(2024) = 0.02 (Average F 2021-2023)
SSB (2025)=  6 399t < Blim (9 364 t)     FMSY= 0.171

.

SS3
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Haddock in the Irish Sea (7.a)

Advice for 2025, MSY: Catch: ≤ 1 893t advice  -16.4%

• SSB declining but above 
MSY Btrigger

• F below FMSY . 
• Poor recruitment in 2020 

and 2021 impacting 
stock

• SSB revised downwards, 
low recent recruitment

EU MAP : Catch: 1396 – 2300 t  (FMSY: 1893 t)
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Haddock in the Irish Sea (7.a)
Catch (2023) : 556 t (40% discards)
F(2024) = 0.104 (Average F 2021-2023)
SSB (2025)=  7 917 t > MSYBtrigger (4 281 t)     FMSY= 0.28

Landings from south of Division 7.a (rectangles 33E2-3) are not considered part of this stock 

.

ASAP model
(NOAA)
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Plaice in the Irish Sea (7.a)

Advice for 2025, MSY: Catch ≤ 1 504 t -21%

• SSB below MSY Btrigger.

• F below FMSY

• Recruitment lower since 
2016.

• Discarding high and variable, 
40% assumed to survive.

• Downward revision SSB 
(retrospective) and SSB now 
below trigger so target F 
reduced 
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Plaice in the Irish Sea (7.a)

Catch (2023) : 539 t (71 % discards, but 40% of these esimated to survive)
F(2024) = 0.086 (Average F 2021-2023 )
SSB (2024)=  8134 t < MSYBtrigger (8757t)     FMSY= 0.196

SAM 
assessment
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Sole in the Irish Sea (7.a)

Advice for 2025, MSY: < 609 t advice -2.6%

• 2024 advice revised after 
benchmark 2024 – 625 t

• F below FMSY
• SSB above MSY btrigger
• New model (SAM), revised 

data – including catch
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Sole in the Irish Sea (7.a)
Catch (2023) : 443 t (13 % discards)
F(2024) = 0.116 (average 2021-2023)
SSB (2025)=  4647 > MSYBtrigger (3 129)   FMSY= 0.164

SAM
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Advice for 2025, MSY: Catch ≤ 2 776  t: advice +14.1%

• SSB below MSYBtrigger
• F below FMSY

• Higher recruitment –
SSB now closer to 
trigger so adjustment 
to F is less

Sea bass in divisions 4.b–c, 7.a, and 7.d–h 

EU MAP : Catch: 2330 – 2776t  (FMSY: 2776t) 
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Catch 2023: 2251 t (1397 t commercial, 316 t discards and 538 t recreational)
F (2024)= 0.117 (Fsq for commercial fishery and full compliance in recreational)
SSB(2025) = 113 358t > Blim 10 313 t but < MSY Btrigger= 14 439 t   FMSY -= 0.1713

SS3
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Nephrops

New advice released in autumn
Management should be at FU level

FU Advice 2024 Change Basis

14 – Irish Sea, East < 222 t -72% MSY

15 – Irish Sea, West < 12008 t +8.5% MSY

19 – Irish Sea, 

Celtic Sea, eastern 

part of southwest 

Ireland

224-228 t -27% MAP



www.ices.dk

Thank you 
for your 

attention!

Joanne.morgan@ices.dk
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Whiting in the Irish Sea (7.a)

Advice for 2024 and 2025, MSY: Catch = 0  no change

• Stock size is extremely low. 
• Spawning-stock biomass 

(SSB) well below Blim since 
the mid-1990s.

• Recruitment has been low 
since the early 1990s.

• Fishing pressure (F) above 
FMSY and Flim.

• Discarding high; 97% in 
2020 on catches of 1 118 t

• No NIMIK survey data and 
low discard sampling 2022 –
minimal impact
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Whiting in the Irish Sea (7.a)

Catch 2022: 1 043 t ( 95% discards)
F(2023)=0.77 (Fsq = average 2020-2022)
SSB(2024)=1096 < Blim (10 000 t) FMSY=0.22

Basis 
Total 
catch 

(2024) 

Projected 
landings 
(2024) 

Projected 
discards 
(2024) 

F total 
(2024) 

Fprojected 
landings 

(2024) 

Fprojected 
discards 

(2024) 

SSB 
(2025) 

% SSB 
change* 

% advice 
change^  ̂

ICES advice basis 
MSY approach: F = 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2111 93 - 

Other scenarios 
FMSY = Fpa 457 115 342 0.22 0.035 0.184 1706 56 - 

F = 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2111 93 - 
FMSY lower  338 85 252 0.158 0.025 0.133 1811 65 - 

FMSY upper  457 115 342 0.22 0.035 0.184 1706 56 - 
FMSY × SSB2024/MSY Btrigger 33 9 25 0.0147 0.0023 0.0124 2081 90 - 

FMSY lower × SSB2024/MSY Btrigger 24 6 18 0.0106 0.00169 0.0089 2089 91 - 
FMSY upper × SSB2024/MSY Btrigger 33 9 25 0.0147 0.0023 0.0124 2081 90 - 

Flim 729 182 548 0.37 0.059 0.31 1474 34 - 
SSB2025 = Blim^          

SSB2025 = Bpa = MSY Btrigger^          
SSB2025 = SSB2024 1193 291 902 0.68 0.107 0.57 1096 0 - 

SSB2025 = SSB2024 x 1.2 920 227 693 0.49 0.077 0.41 1315 20 - 
F = F2023 1313 318 995 0.77 0.122 0.65 1003 −8.5 - 

 

ASAP 
assessment 
(NOAA)

Assessment and the advice are for Division 7.a, excluding the rectangles 33E2 and 33E3
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Skates and rays

Advice issued in 2020 for 2021/2022

• Advice issued in 2020 for 2021/2022

Spotted ray in 7.a , 7e-hThornback ray in 7.a, fg Cuckoo ray in 6, 7, 8 abd

Stock Landings (2020)

Advice for 2022 

Landings Rationale

Thornback ray in 7.a and f-g 909 1596   PA - based on survey index (UK(E&W)-BTS-Q3)

Cuckoo ray in 6,7, 8abd 2453 3150   PA - based on survey indices (IGFS and EVHOE)

Spotted ray in 7.a and 7.e-h 741 1041   PA - based on survey index (UK(E&W)-BTS-Q3)

Blonde ray in 7.a and f-g 716 1703   PA - based on historical landings
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Spurdog

Advice issued in 2020 for 2021/2022

Advice issued in 2020 for 2021/2022: No targeted fisheries.  

 

 

 

• Catch in 2019  - 3620 t 
• Stock benchmarked in 2021.

• New catch estimates 
including discards.

• Additional survey indices
• Fecundity data
• Reference points

• New assessment using the 
benchmark results in 2022.
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