




Welcome from the AC Chairs
Emiel Brouckaert and Sean O’Donoghue



Breaking the ice: www.menti.com

ACCESS CODE: 65 84 45 8

http://www.menti.com/


Video address by the Commissioner for Environment, 
Ocean and Fisheries 
Virginijus Sinkevičius



Keynote address by DG MARE Director-General
Charlina Vitcheva



Video address by Department for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine
Charlie McConalogue



Address by Assistant Secretary General,
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine
Sinéad McSherry



NWWAC: the beginnings
Michael Keatinge



North-Western Waters 
the beginnings

30th September 2005



Ben Bradshaw

Miriam Garcia Ferrer

Pat the Cope GallagherAndre Le Berre 

John Casey Neils Wickman





‘The verdict must be that the conservation policy 

of the Community to date must be adjudged a 

brilliant political success but a conservation 

policy in name only…

The conservation policy is considered almost 

universally to have been a disastrous failure’

Mike Holden, 1994, Former head of the Conservation Unit, Fisheries 
Directorate (DG XIV). 







Regional Advisory Committees

• Completely advisory in nature. 

• Representatives of fishing industry with a stake in area. 

Objective 

• Control and enforcement

• Conservation - TCMs. 

Function 

• Similar to ICES/ACFM - advise Commission & Council. 





Lorcain O’Ceinnide

Patricia Comiskey

Sam Lambourn
Andre Le Berre 

Bertie Armstrong

Victor Badiola

Daniel Lefévre

Paul Trebilcok



Tom Geoghegan
Despina SymonsJoey Murrin

Barry Deas
Alan McCullagh

Brendan Price Luc Corbisier 

Jacques Pichon

Kara Brydson 
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• Its ALL about relationships…

• with the Commission.

• with Member States Group. 

• with STECF  ICES etc

• Vital to support the continued participation of the Environmental Representatives.

• The issues affecting fisheries today may be different be they are every bit as important. 

• Vital to demonstrate to the staff that they too are important.  



PelAC: the beginnings
Gerard van Balsfoort



the early days 
of the Pelagic AC



The actual start – 
2002 CFP reform



CFP reform

• 20 December 2002 – CFP reform regulation  3271/2002, 

art. 31 and 32 on the establishment of Regional Advisory Councils

• 19 July 2004 - Council Decision 2004/585/EC establishing 

Regional Advisory Councils under the CFP

• 5 August 2005 – Commission Decision 2005/606/EC – declaring 

operational the Regional Advisory Council for Pelagic stocks 

under the CFP as from 16 August 2005



The conception of the Pelagic RAC

• During the first half of 2005

• Initiated by the pelagic fishing industry – organized in the Northern 

Pelagic Working Group 
(= the pelagic Producer Organizations of Ireland, Northern Ireland, Scotland, England, 

Denmark, Sweden, Germany, the Netherlands, France, Poland and - later – Lithuania)

• The industry felt intuitively that a RAC could become a forceful and 

officially recognized vehicle for improving science-based pelagic 

fisheries management with broad stakeholder participation



Operational principles at the start

• No politics / no lobbying → focus on fisheries management and 
underlying science

• Determination to reach only unanimous recommendations

• Roles in Pelagic RAC distributed in a balanced way:

• Chair GA and Excom: Scottish industry (Iain MacSween)

• Secretariat located in the Netherlands and headed by the Dutch pelagic industry (PFA) but 
run independently by the secretary general (Rob Banning and Ingvild Harkes)

• chair WG 1: Danish/Swedish industry (Christian Olesen)

• chair WG 2: Irish industry (Sean O’Donoghue)

• First fee for members: 190 euro per year



5 September 2005
inaugural meeting Pelagic RAC

- Over 60 member organizations
(2024: 38 members)

- first Excom 13 industry members 
and 4 other interest groups

(2024: 10 resp. 4)

- 10 member states expressed interest



First General 
Assembly 

– 
a little bit 
gray-ish 

and 
a little bit
male-ish 
perhaps?



First Excom



In memory of our deceased first members:
- Eckart Riediger (Germany)
- Andrew Tait (UK/Scotland)
- Reine Johannson (Sweden)



…and to compliment our only first member 
who is still active in the Pelagic AC…



And  of course…
the Pelagic (R)AC 

executive 
secretaries

(no picture yet 
of the new executive 

secretary ☺)



Thank you



NWWAC: Greatest achievements 
by NWWAC OIG Vice-Chair
Alexandra Philippe



NWWAC SUCCES STORIES: GENERAL

• Impact on EU Fisheries Policies

• NWWAC & the CFP

• Stakeholders' engagement

• After Brexit 

• Collaboration with ACs



Impact on EU Fisheries Policies

• Stakeholders’ platform

• Recognition of NWWAC work by 
the Commission and the 
Member States



NWWAC & the CFP

• NWWRAC and the 2013 reform of the CFP

• Recommendations on the numerous files generated by the 
reform (LO, TM, WW MAP, etc.)

• Future of the CFP (Fisheries & Aquaculture Package: CFP & 
CMO communications, Marine Action Plan & Energy Transition 
Initiative)



Stakeholders' engagement

• Regionalisation as a core principle of 
the CFP

• Enhancing stakeholders’ engagement 
as a corner stone of the CFP

• NWWAC contributed to make EU 
Fisheries Policies more efficient and 
inclusive

• That in itself is a success story!



After Brexit 

• Brexit: a lose-lose scenario

• Rebuilding UK-EU relationship

• Strong NWWAC membership after UK members departure

• NWWAC actively participated in involving stakeholders in the 
relationship with UK (Inter-Acs Brexit Forum, Skates & Rays 
Workshop, FMPs, etc.)



Collaboration with ACs

• Active collaborations with 
other ACs (focus groups, 
advice, letter, etc.)

• Numerous joint 
submissions 

• Synergies of resources 



NWWAC SUCCES STORIES: EXAMPLES

• Cod Symposium

• Spatial and Temporal 
Closure for VII 
Nephrops FU16 
(Porcupine Bank)

• Skates & Rays

• ACFishMap



SUCCES STORIES: TO BE CONTINUED …

• Performance Review

• Evaluation of advice impact

• Membership



PelAC: Greatest achievements 
by PelAC OIG Vice-Chair
Gonçalo Carvalho



PelAC’s Greatest Achievements

Engagement with science

• Genetics and stock ID

• Acoustic surveys

• Mackerel

• “In-house” researchers

• Engagement with research projects

• Continuous interaction with ICES



Development of Long Term Management Strategies

• Southern Horse Mackerel

• Western Horse Mackerel

• Blue Withing

• Boarfish

• HCR for 3a Herring

PelAC’s Greatest Achievements



PelAC’s Greatest Achievements

International collaboration

• UK

• Norway

• US (Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Council)

… to be continued…



PelAC’s Greatest Achievements

Consensus advice and how we work

• Positive work culture

• Focus groups

• Broad range of issues

• Abstain from political/partisan

  views/statements



Podium Discussion – The future of EU fisheries 
and regionalization in the Northeast Atlantic

Charlina Vitcheva, Director-General DG MARE
Patricia de Clerq, Belgian Presidency of the Fisheries Ministries Council
Eric Banel, French Presidency of the NWW Member States Group
Emiel Brouckaert, NWWAC Chair
Sean O’Donoghue, PelAC Chair

ASK YOUR QUESTION: 



Closing remarks by AC Chairs
Emiel Brouckaert and Sean O’Donoghue
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