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• Brill (3a, 4, 7d)
• Lemon sole (3a,4,7d)
• Plaice (7.d)
• Plaice (7.e)
• Sea bass ( 4.bc, 7.a,d-h)
• Sole (7.d)
• Sole (7.e)
• Striped red mullet (4,7.d,3.a)
• Whiting (4,7.d)
• Cod (4, 6a,7.d, 20) - delayed
• Autumn

• Rays and skates

English Channel (Divisions 7.d and e)
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Brill in the North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat, English Channel (4, 3.a, 7.de)

• F below Fmsy
• Stock size above MSY Btrigger
• Increase in biomass
• Some retro in stock size but without 

clear pattern

Advice for 2026, MSY: Catch ≤ 3086 t  advice +3.9%
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Brill in the North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat, English Channel (4, 3.a, 7.de)

Catch 2024: 1 244 t (3% discards) 484 t in 7de

SPiCT
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Cod North Sea W Scotland E Channel (4, 6a, 7d, 20)

Advice for 2026

• Advice delayed until autumn
• October likely
• Struggle with mixing 

implications for advice – will 
give time for ACOM to further 
discuss

• Team being set up to try to 
improve assessment



6

Lemon sole in the North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat, E-English Channel (4, 3.a, 7.d)
Advice for 2026, MSY: Catch ≤ 1106 t  advice -24%

• DLS method – chr
• F below FMSY proxy
• Stock size indicator below trigger
• Advice lower – lower stock size 

and below trigger for HR reduced
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Lemon sole in the North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat, E-English Channel (4, 3.a, 7.d)

Catch (2024) =1444 t (16% discards);  landings of 34 t in 7.d 

Formula: Ay + 1 = I × HRMSY proxy × b × m



8

Plaice in the eastern English Channel (7.d)
Advice for 2026

• Benchmarked 2025 – WKNSCS
• Discard rate and migration taken into account
• Examined

• Input data 
• Revised maturity ogive – based on recent study
• Discard rate – calculated each year 
• Discard survival – 0
• Migration - catches originating from ple.27.420 and ple.27.7e 

stocks are assumed to be, respectively, 50% and 12.86% of the 
mature individuals caught in Division 7.d during the first quarter

• Accepted SAM  - previously Aarts and Poos
• New reference points estimated



9

Plaice in the eastern English Channel (7.d)

• Some catches 
Western Channel 
and North Sea 
stocks: advice all 
plaice in 7d 1384 t 

• F below Fmsy
• SSB below MSY  

Btrigger
• 7e below trigger and 

catch from 7e 
should be no more 
than 872 t

• Can not advise how 
to avoid 7e

Advice for 2026, MSY:  Catch ≤ 1 151t  advice -56% 
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Plaice in the eastern English Channel (7.d)
Catch (2024) : 3019 t for the 7d area (75 % discards); 2088 t of 7d stock
F(2025) = 0.308 (Average exploitation pattern 2021-2023, scaled to 2023);
SSB (2026)=  23993 t< MSYBtrigger (34942 t) and  Blim (25105 t)   FMSY= 0.203   SAM assessment

Advice for plaice in Division 7.d is for the stock, it takes into account catches of 7.e and North Sea stocks in 7.d
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Plaice in the western English Channel (7.e)
Advice for 2026 and 2027

• Benchmarked late 2024 – WKBPLAICE
• Previous assessment cat 3 – rfb
• Examined

• Input data
• Discard rate - 26% in 7e (updated as required here avg 2012-

2023)
• Discard survival – 50%
• Migration - 15% of the mature population caught in quarter 1 

in Division 7.d is added to the ple.27.7e stock catches 
(revised to 12.86% after the 7d benchmark)
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Plaice in the western English Channel (7.e)
Advice for 2026 and 2027

• Unable to produce Cat 1 assessment
• MSE to produce CHR (Cat 3) designed specifically for this stock
• Discard rate and survival and migration taken into account
• Produced new advice for 2026 (and 2027)



13

Plaice in the western English Channel (7.e)
Advice for 2026 and 2027, MSY:  Catch ≤ 872 t -5.9% (819 in 7e)

F below FMSY proxy
Stock size below 
Itrigger
Change in 
assessment method 
and below trigger
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Plaice in the western English Channel (7.e)
Catch (2024) : 1122 t (39% discards) in 7e; +41 t in 7d 

chr rule

Since 2024, the 
TAC includes 
considerations of 
how much can be 
fished in each of 
the divisions 7.e 
and 7.d 
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Advice for 2026

• Benchmark 2025 - WKBSEABASS
• With Southern bss.27.8ab – northern and central Bay of Biscay
• Examined

• All input data
• Stock structure – move 29 % Q3 and 41 % Q4 catch to south
• Recreational data – new time series 95% post release survival
• New natural mortality
• 3 new recruitment surveys

• New SS3 model accepted

Sea bass in divisions 4.b–c, 7.a, and 7.d–h 
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Advice for 2026, MSY: Total removals ≤ 5 180 t: advice +98%

• SSB above  
MSYBtrigger

• F below FMSY
• New assessment and 

reference points

Sea bass in divisions 4.b–c, 7.a, and 7.d–h 

EU MAP : Catch: 4472 – 5180 t
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Catch 2024: 3828 t (1282 t commercial, 716 t discards and 1830 t recreational)
F (2025)= 0.104 (average 2022-2024)
SSB(2026) = 25 330 > Blim 15 666 t and  > MSY Btrigger= 19 339t   FMSY = 0.170

SS3
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Sole in the eastern English Channel (7.d)

• F below FMSY
• SSB below Blim
• Higher 

recruitment 
than assumed 
in last forecast

• SSB increase 
closer to 
Btrigger –
higher target F 
than last year

Advice for 2026,  MSY : Catch ≤ 1 275 t +5.5%
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Sole in the eastern English Channel (7.d)
Catch (2024) : 1583 t (30% discards)
F(2025) = 0.207 (F2024)
SSB (2026)=  11009< Blim 11 181 t  FMSY = 0.23

SAM assessment
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Sole in the western English Channel (7.e)

• F at FMSY
• SSB above MSY 

Btrigger
• SSB declining but 

advice higher –
upward revision in 
SSB (retrospective) 
and STF has lower 
interim F and 
higher recruitment 
assumption than 
last year

Advice for 2026,  MSY : Catch ≤ 1 213 t advice +5.4%

EU MAP : Catch: 710 – 1 391 t
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Sole in the western English Channel (7.e)
Catch (2024) : 1 174 t (negligible)
F(2025) = 0.26 (Based on assumed landings)
SSB (2026)=  4 198 t > MSYBtrigger (2 900 t)     FMSY= 0.29

FLXSA assessment

UK 2021-
2023 catch 
and sample 
data 
revised –
minimal 
impact
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Striped red mullet in the North Sea, east English Channel, Skagerrak and Kattegat (4 ,7.d, 3.a)

Advice for 2026 and 2027 , MSY:  Catch ≤ 1 932 t  -2.7% 

• DLS method - chr
• F above Fishing pressure proxy
• Stock size above trigger
• Small decrease in indicator
• Limited sampling
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Striped red mullet in the North Sea, east English Channel, Skagerrak and Kattegat (4 ,7.d, 3.a)

Catch (2024) : 3 289 t (negligible discards)

CHR calculation Ay + 1 = I × HRMSY proxy × b × m
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Whiting in the North Sea and eastern English Channel (4 and 7.d)
Advice for 2026, MSY:  Catch ≤ 198 609 t advice +5.6% 

• 2025 advice rvised
in autumn 2024

• F below FMSY
• SSB above MSY 

Btrigger.
• Increase stock size
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Whiting in the North Sea and eastern English Channel (4 and 7.d)
Catch (2024):  36 577 t  (57% discards) ; Catch of 6 159t  in 7.d
F (2025)=0.090 (Average exploitation pattern(2022-2024), scaled to F 2024)
SSB(2026) = 413 121 t> MSYBtrigger =167 419t     FMSY=0.68     

SAM
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Witch North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat, eastern English Channel (SA4, 3a, 7d)
Advice for 2026, MSY:  Catch ≤ 2 187t advice +11% 

• F at FMSY
• SSB above MSY 

Btrigger.
• Increase in 

stock size
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Witch North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat, eastern English Channel (SA4, 3a, 7d)
Catch (2024):  1 593t  (11.7% discards) ;
F (2025)=0.157 (catch constraint, exploitation pattern 2024)
SSB(2026, July 1) = 5702 t> MSYBtrigger (4576 t) FMSY=0.163

SAM



www.ices.dk
Joanne.Morgan@ices.dk

Thank you 
for your 

attention!
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Skates and rays

Advice issued in 2020 for 2021/2022

• Advice for the following stocks for 2022 to be issued in autumn
• Thornback ray in Subarea 4 and in divisions 3.a and 7.d 
• Blonde ray in divisions 4.c and 7.d 
• Spotted ray in Subarea 4 and in divisions 3.a and 7.d 

• Advice issued in 2020 for 2021/2022

Stock Landings (2020)
Advice for 2022 

Landings Rationale
Spotted ray in 7.a and 7.e-h 741 1041   PA - based on survey index (UK(E&W)-BTS-Q3)
Cuckoo ray in 6,7, 8abd 2453 3150   PA - based on survey indices (IGFS and EVHOE)
Undulate ray in 7.de 225 183   (2552)   PA - based on survey index (CGFS)
Small-eyed ray in 7de 53 40   PA - based on historical landings
Thornback ray in 7.e 464 170   PA - based on historical landings
Blonde ray in 7e 1014 266   PA - based on historical landings

Spotted ray in 7.a , 7e-h Undulate ray in 7.deCuckoo ray in 6, 7, 8 abd
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