
ICES advice for North Western

Waters stocks for 2024

NWWAC meeting, July 2025

IRISH SEA

Joanne Morgan

ICES ACOM vice-chair



2

• Cod
• Haddock
• Sole
• Plaice
• Seabass
• Whiting 
IN AUTUMN:
• Nephrops (FUs 14-

15-19)
• Rays and skates
• Spurdog

Irish Sea (7.a)
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Cod in the Irish Sea (7.a)

Advice for 2026,  MSY and PA: Catch 0 t no change

• F below FMSY
• SSB below Blim
• SSB will remain 

below Blim
under all catch 
scenarios

• UK data revised 
2021-2023

• 3 incomplete 
surveys
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Cod in the Irish Sea (7.a)

Advice for 2026,  MSY and PA: Catch 0 t no change

• Assessment retro rescales historic stock size 
• The assessment is highly sensitive to recruitment index and that 

survey incomplete
• Regardless SSB below Blim
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Cod in the Irish Sea (7.a)
Catch (2024) : 15 t (27% discards)
F(2025) = 0.0144 (Average F 2022-2024)
SSB (2026)=  5 387 t < Blim (9 364 t)     FMSY= 0.171

.

SS3

Excludes 
landings 33E2 
and 33E3 
(part of 7e-k) 
in 2024 48% 
of catch in 
division 7a
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Haddock in the Irish Sea (7.a)

Advice for 2026, MSY: Catch: ≤ 1 331t advice  -30%

• SSB declining but above 
MSY Btrigger

• F below FMSY . 
• Declining stock size, SSB 

revised downwards, low 
recent recruitment

• 3 incomplete surveys 
(minimal impact)

• Revised UK 2021-2023 
data (minimal impact)

• Retro – downscales SSB 
and upscales FEU MAP : Catch: 981 – 1620 t
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Haddock in the Irish Sea (7.a)
Catch (2024) : 435 t (77% discards)
F(2025) = 0.094 (Average F 2022-2024)
SSB (2026)=  5 171t > MSYBtrigger (4 281 t)     FMSY= 0.28

Landings from south of Division 7.a (rectangles 33E2-3) are part of 7b-k 4.93 times landings rest of Div 7a

.

ASAP model
(NOAA)
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Plaice in the Irish Sea (7.a)

Advice for 2026, MSY: Catch ≤ 614 t -59%

• SSB below MSY Btrigger.

• F below FMSY

• Downward revision 
SSB (retrospective) 
and SSB below trigger 
so target F reduced 

• 3 missing surveys 
(minimal impact)

• UK 2021-2023 data 
revised (minimal 
impact)
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Plaice in the Irish Sea (7.a)

Catch (2024) : 678 t (84 % discards, 40% of these esimated to survive)
F(2025) = 0.19 (Average F 2022-2024 )
SSB (2026)=  4788 t < MSYBtrigger (8757t)     FMSY= 0.196

SAM 
assessment
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Sole in the Irish Sea (7.a)

Advice for 2026, MSY: < 545 t advice -10.5%

• F below FMSY
• SSB above MSY 

btrigger
• Downward 

revision of 
recruitment 
estimates in 
recent years 
(retro)

• Revised catch
• Survey incomplete
• Both minimal 

impact
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Sole in the Irish Sea (7.a)
Catch (2024) : 343t (11 % discards)
F(2025) = 0.118 (average 2022-2024)
SSB (2026)=  4352 > MSYBtrigger (3 129)   FMSY= 0.164

SAM
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Advice for 2026

• Benchmark 2025 - WKBSEABASS
• With Southern bss.27.8ab – northern and central Bay of Biscay
• Examined

• All input data
• Stock structure – move 29 % Q3 and 41 % Q4 catch to south
• Recreational data – new time series 95% post release survival
• New natural mortality
• 3 new recruitment surveys

• New SS3 model accepted

Sea bass in divisions 4.b–c, 7.a, and 7.d–h 
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Advice for 2026, MSY: Total removals ≤ 5 180 t: advice +98%

• SSB above  
MSYBtrigger

• F below FMSY

• New assessment and 
reference points

Sea bass in divisions 4.b–c, 7.a, and 7.d–h 

EU MAP : Catch: 4472 – 5180 t
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Catch 2024: 3828 t (1282 t commercial, 716 t discards and 1830 t recreational)
F (2025)= 0.104 (average 2022-2024)
SSB(2026) = 25 330 > Blim 15 666 t and  > MSY Btrigger= 19 339t   FMSY = 0.170

SS3
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Whiting in the Irish Sea (7.a)

Advice for

• Benchmarked 2025 – WKNSCS
• Examined

• Input data – recreational data included for full time series 
survival releases 65% 

• New natural mortality estimates 
• Revised survey index – 3 surveys modelled with VAST
• Revised time varying maturity ogive
• Discard rate – calculated each year 
• Discard survival – 0

• Accepted SAM  - previously ASAP 
• New reference points estimated – shortened time series starting in 

1992 – evidence of regime shift 
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Whiting in the Irish Sea (7.a)

Advice for 2026, MSY: Catch < 200 t NA – previous 0  

• SSB below Blim
• F above FMSY 

• and Fpa.
• Change in 

assessment and 
reference points

• 1 missing survey 
(minimal impact)

• Revised UK 
2021-2023 data 
(minimal impact)
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Whiting in the Irish Sea (7.a)

Catch 2024: 973 t ( 83.6% discards, 98 t recreational catch)
F(2025)=0.87 (Fsq = average 2020-2024, scaled to F2024)
SSB(2026)=1349 < Blim (1670 t) and MSYbtrigger (2322 t) FMSY=0.21

SAM

Assessment and advice are for Division 7.a, excludes 33E2 and 33E3 (belong to b-ce-k 42% of Div 7a landings in 2024
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Nephrops

New advice released in autumn
Management should be at FU level

FU Advice 2025 Change Basis

14 – Irish Sea, East < 297 t +34% MSY

15 – Irish Sea, West < 10062 t -16% MSY

19 – Irish Sea, 

Celtic Sea, eastern 

part of southwest 

Ireland

385-433 t +75% MAP



www.ices.dk

Thank you 
for your 

attention!

Joanne.morgan@ices.dk
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